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SUBJECTs SE-2z  COMLUNIST CHARGES OF US USE OF BTCLOGICAL
LARCARE

THYE PROBLIEM

To estimate the significanece of the Commmist psychological

warfare campaign alleging use of biologicsl warfare by the US
| in Korea and China,

FACTS BEARING ON {HE PROBLEM

l. The current larpe-scale propacanda campaign charging US

Yorces with bacteriologleal warfare in Korea and China has been
carefully coordinated throughout the Commmist Orbit, It has been
directed at both domestic and foreign audiences, The scope and

intensity of this campéign has exceeded that of any recent
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2. The campaion began with a charge by the North Eorean

Foreign Minister on 22 February that the US was using T in North

Korea. On 6 larch the éharges were extended to include Commmist

China when the Peiping People’s Daily, an official Commnist organ,

atated tha‘t the US had sent a total of LhB planes on germ warfare

missions over F:Ianchuria during the preceding week, and had in

addition borbed and strafed at least one area in Llanchuriao‘

3, On 8 Yarch statements by Chinese Communisth Premier Chou

En-lai and an editorisl in the officisl Chinese Commmist Party

organs
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Charged that American use of BW weapons was almed
at "arecking the amiistice talks in Korea, prolonga
ing and Pxpandlr:;r the agoressive war in Kerea, and

instigoting new wars® 3

Called vpon the "peace<loving people of the world®
to "rise up and put an end to the sinful designs

of the United States Governwent.®

Thrcatened that US pilots fusing bacteriolopical wespens¥over

will be treated as "war criminsls" when taken prisoner.
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ko Comrmmist and Communist front orranizations have

protosted to the UN and to the International Red Cross against

US use of bactericlogical warfare. At the UN on 1l larch,

Soviet Deputy Forcign Ministor Malik gave official Sovic

support to Paip:hig radio accounts of US use of Wi, So far,

no Cormunist government has asked for any specifie international
— action aside from "condemnation of the US" by the UN, nor hes

the subjcet of BV as yut beenbw by the Commm;ts%g aip%ials

Panmmjom,

5¢ The accusations reparding bactericlogical warfare
- have been directed against the US rather than against UN

forces gemralljo

6. The campaiem has been supported by alleged "evidence."
From a technical standpoint, however, both the Communist
deseription of the attacks and this "evidence" comtsin flaws

and inconsistencies,

7. Elaborate local efforts have been taken to slert Cone
mnist military personnel and civilians to carry out counter=
measures, It is probable that many of the Cormmunist military
perfaonnel in the 6onﬂ)at area have been convineed thagt the
reports of the attacks are auwthentic, -
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8. Last spring there was evidence of extensive typhus ,
cholers, typhoid, and suallpox in North Xorea. There is at
pregsent no evidence of a recurrence of these conditions srd
the Commmiats have denied thabt thers are any epidemics in
Horth Korea, However, neither the sbsonce of evidence nor v
the Communist denial precludes the possibility that these
conditiong have recurred; in view of the scason and existing
public health conditions in North Korea, Cermunist leaders
may be expeclting an early outbreak of epic!emica of seriouns
proportions, {(See Tab B).

9, The Commmista have reported disesses of epidemic

' specific localities in
praportions in/Commmist China, but have not xmqetxrelated
these epidemics o the alleged BW attackag

10, Although Goxzmnisﬁ forces in Korea are estimated to
have the capability of conducting small-seale B attacks,
they are {11 prepared either to guavrd against the possibility
of such an effor*b'bac.kfiring into their own ranicsg or to defend
thengelves against possible UN retaliation in kindo If the
Soviects provided the means, Commnist capabilities for offensive
employment of B might become substantial, However, UN vulnerability
to Communist BW attacks is probably far less than Cormmist

vulnerability to UN BW attacks. (See Tab B).

| CONFVIDENTIAL
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POSSILLE PURPOSES OF THE CAMNPATGN

11, A major purpose of the campaign is almost certainly to
gserve internal Cormunist propaganda neceds, In this respect the
following objectives are probably most importants

@ i‘ha eatablishoent of an alibi for existing
epidenic conditions in Commmist China and/or
Kores or. in mﬁici.pation of auch epidemics, with

‘which Communist authorities might be wmable to

copes

b, The stimilation of civilien and militaey public
health and sanitation effortis;

cs The stimilation of hatred of the US throughout
the Communist world.

12, The seale ard nature of the campaim are such, however,
'as to anggest purpuses bayond those of internal propaganda. Such
broader purposes may be limited solely to general foreign -
propaganda aims, or may involve preparaﬁom for some early
major Communist move, Regardless of its original intent, the final

purpose of the campaign may be determined by the extent of success
achieved as it gains additional momentum,

- 8w
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13. Among probable foreign propagands purposes sres

2, To discrsdit the US in the eyes of iis dllies

and the rest of the non-Communist worlds

b. To arouse fears that the US is aggravating an
slready explosive situation in Korea and in the
fngtVast strugele.

1. Armong possible forelign propeganda purposes ares

3, To sbtrengthen the moral position of the Commmists
in the event that the Communists undertake largee
scale oifensive military operations in Korea or

elsewhere;

b, To wesken the moral position of the US in the
event that large-scale hosgtilitles are resumed
in Korea and the US attempts to cxpand the

Korean conflict.

15, The campaign is entirely consistent with and could be

in preparation for an early Commmist political move with

’
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regpect to the truce nerotiations, or for a rcnewsl of large-
scale military action, However, the current carpaign, which
i3 gtill gathering momentum, does not yety in itself, provide
a basis for determining whethor a major political or militry
move is imminent. If the Commnists should undertske large-
scolemilitary oporations in Korea; we do not believe they
would eisploy BW,

16, There are no firm indications that a Commmist nﬂ.}.itar,yv
offensive 13 lminent in Korea or elscwhere, and there is no

firm cvidence regaiding futm:-e- Commmist moves in the Korean
_ *
cease-fire negotiations.

Attachments:
TAB "A": Disease in the Korean Ares
TAB "B"s Communist BW Capabilities in the Korean Area

#* : A
The Director of Intelligence, United States Air Force, would
add the following as the final paragraph of this estimate:

nTt is estimated that the current propaganda campaign, which
is increasing in intensity and stature, contains within itself
a potentiality which could serve as justification for any move,
including general war. The lack of intelligence to relate the
campaign to any specific Soviet objective necessitates considera-
tion of even those possibilities presently considered least
likely." ‘
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